
Introduction

Oil palm is considered as one of the most important economic crops in Thailand, in-
volving different sectors of producer; raw materials sector (large or smallholder farm) and
various palm-oil processes industry sectors, providing both edible oils and non-edible oils as
end products for the comsumers. An area of 216,000 ha is currently harvested which could
yield an income for agro-industry sector of up to US $ 2,000 million annually. Research for a
better understanding of oil palm production, processing, value added from palm oil products
and marketing is needed for sustainable oil-palm industry development. Many questions need
to be clarified, i.e. how to produce high yield and quality of fresh fruit bunch, how to increase
the efficiency in the processing sectors, both for extraction and refiring, how to increase the
value added from palm oil products and its by-products, and how to increase the efficiency of
marketing systems in the oil-palm industry, etc.

The present supplementary oil palm issue of this journal contributes only some aspects
of oil palm research in Agriculture, Biological Science, Industrial Research and Chemical
Engineering. The results from these studies may be helpful for oil-palm industry improvement
and for future advanced research. Since the oil-palm industry involves serveral sectors, it is
important that more research work be undertaken, covering all the questions mentioned above,
in order to meet the goal of sustainable development and a self-supporting oil-palm industry.
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